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30 CFR Ch. VII (7–1–12 Edition) § 717.10 

717.20 Topsoil handling and revegetation. 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 201 and 501, Pub. L. 95–87, 
91 Stat. 445 (30 U.S.C. 1201). 

SOURCE: 42 FR 62695, Dec. 13, 1977, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 717.10 Information collection. 
The Office of Management and Budg-

et has determined that the information 
collection requirements contained in 30 
CFR part 717 do not require approval 
under the Paperwork Reduction Act. 

[59 FR 43420, Aug. 23, 1994] 

§ 717.11 General obligations. 
(a) Compliance. All underground coal 

mining and associated reclamation op-
erations conducted on lands where any 
element of the operations is regulated 
by a State shall comply with the ini-
tial performance standards of this part 
according to the time schedule speci-
fied in § 710.11. 

(1) For the purposes of this part, un-
derground coal mining and associated rec-
lamation operations mean a combination 
of surface operations and underground 
operations. Surface operations include 
construction, use, and reclamation of 
new and existing access and haul roads, 
aboveground repair areas, storage 
areas, processing areas, shipping areas, 
and areas upon which are sited support 
facilities including hoist and ven-
tilating ducts, and on which materials 
incident to underground mining oper-
ations are placed. Underground oper-
ations include underground construc-
tion, operation, and reclamation of 
shafts, adits, underground support fa-
cilities, underground mining, hauling, 
storage, and blasting. 

(2) For the purpose of this part the 
term permittee means the person per-
mitted to conduct underground mining 
operations by a State or if no permit is 
issued in the State, the person oper-
ating a mine. 

(3) For the purpose of this part, Dis-
turbed areas means surface work areas 
and lands affected by surface oper-
ations including, but not limited to, 
roads, mine entry excavations, above 
ground (surface) work areas, such as 
tipples, coal processing facilities and 
other operating facilities, waste work 
and spoil disposal areas, and mine 
waste impoundments or embankments. 

(4) Where State environmental pro-
tection standards are adopted for a spe-
cific State because they are more strin-
gent than the standards of this part, 
they will be published in part 718 of 
this chapter. 

(b) Authorizations to operate. A copy of 
all current permits, licenses, approved 
plans or other authorizations to oper-
ate the mine shall be available for in-
spection at or near the mine site. 

§ 717.12 Signs and markers. 
(a) Specifications. All signs required 

to be posted shall be of a standard de-
sign that can be seen and read easily 
and shall be made of durable material, 
and shall conform to local ordinances 
and codes. The signs and other markers 
shall be maintained during all oper-
ations to which they pertain. 

(b) Mine and permit identification 
signs. Signs identifying the mine area 
shall be displayed at all points of ac-
cess to the permit area from public 
highways. Signs shall show the name, 
business address, and telephone num-
ber of the permittee and identification 
numbers of current mining and rec-
lamation permits or other authoriza-
tions to operate. Such signs shall not 
be removed until after release of all 
bonds. 

§ 717.13 [Reserved] 

§ 717.14 Backfilling and grading of 
road cuts, mine entry area cuts, and 
other surface work areas. 

(a) Upon completion of underground 
mining, surface work areas which are 
involved in excavation, disposal of ma-
terials, or otherwise affected, shall be 
regraded to approximate original con-
tour. The permittee shall transport, 
backfill and compact fill material to 
assure stability or to prevent leaching 
of toxic pollutants. Barren rock or 
similar materials excess to the mining 
operations and which are disposed on 
the land surface shall be subject to the 
provision of § 717.15 of this part. Roads 
and support facility areas existing 
prior to the effective date of this part 
and used in support of underground 
mining operations which are subject to 
this part shall be regraded to the ex-
tent deemed feasible by the regulatory 
authority based on the availability of 
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